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PRELIMINARY AMENDMENT 

Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 

Sir: 

Prior to examination of the present application, please enter the following 

amendments. 

In the Specification ^ 

Please delete the first full paragraph of page 1 of the specification, lines 16-18 
and replace it with the following paragraph: 

This application is a Continuation of U.S. Patent Application Serial No. 
09/368,855, filed August 5, 1999 (all^d), which is a continuation of U.S. Patent 
Application Serial No. 08/889,342, filed July Vl 997, now U.S. Patent No. 5,990,241, which 
is a continuation of U.S. Patent Application Serial \o. 08/657,161, filed June 3, 1996, now 


U.S. Patent No. 5,691,387, which is a division of^S. Patent Application Serial No. 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United 
States Postal Service as Express Mail in an envelope addressed to: U.S. Patents 
and Trademarks Office, P. O. Box 2327, Arlington, Virginia 22202, on 
December 14, 2001 . EXPRESS MAIL NO.: EL 910718949 US 
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